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shall govern to the extent of any incon-
sistencies. 

§ 3590.2 Responsibility of the author-
ized officer. 

The authorized officer shall regulate 
prospecting, exploration, testing, de-
velopment, mining, processing oper-
ations, and reclamation authorized 
under this part. The duties of the au-
thorized officer include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

(a) Approval of operating plans and 
plan modifications after preparation of 
appropriate environmental analyses. 
Prior to approving a plan, the author-
ized officer shall consult with the agen-
cy having jurisdiction over the lands 
with respect to the surface protection 
and reclamation aspects of such plan. 

(b) Inspection, at least quarterly, of 
leased, licensed or permitted lands 
where operations for discovery, testing, 
development, mining, reclamation, or 
processing of minerals are being con-
ducted. 

(c) Inspection and regulation of such 
operations for the purpose of pre-
venting waste of mineral substances or 
damage to formations and deposits 
containing them, or damage to other 
formations, deposits or nonmineral re-
sources affected by the operations. 

(d) Inspecting exploration and mining 
operations to determine the adequacy 
of water management and pollution 
control measures taken for the protec-
tion of the quality of surface and 
groundwater resources and the ade-
quacy of emission control measures 
taken for the protection of air quality. 
Such inspection shall be conducted as 
necessary and shall be fully coordi-
nated with all State and Federal agen-
cies having jurisdiction. 

(e) Requiring operators to conduct 
operations in compliance with estab-
lished requirements, including the law, 
regulations, the terms and conditions 
of the lease, license or permit, the re-
quirements of approved exploration or 
mining plans, notices and orders and 
special stipulations. 

(f) Obtaining the records of produc-
tion of minerals and other information 
as necessary in order to verify that 
production reported to the Minerals 
Management Service for royalty pur-

poses is an accurate accounting of min-
erals produced. 

(g) Acting on applications for suspen-
sion of operations and production filed 
under § 3503.3 of this title and termi-
nating such suspensions when condi-
tions warrant. The authorized officer 
shall, upon request, assist in review of 
applications for suspension of oper-
ations and production on Indian lands 
which are filed under the provisions of 
25 CFR parts 211 and 212. 

(h) Upon receipt of a written request 
for cessation or abandonment of oper-
ations, inspecting the operations and 
determining whether they are in com-
pliance with established requirements. 
The authorized officer shall, in accord-
ance with applicable procedures, con-
sult with, or obtain the concurrence of 
the State or Federal agency having ju-
risdiction over the lands with respect 
to the surface protection and reclama-
tion requirements of the lease, license 
or permit and the exploration or min-
ing plan. 

(i) Acting on any mineral trespass on 
Federal or Indian lands in accordance 
with part 9230 of this title. The surface 
managing agency, if other than the 
BLM, shall be notified of any mineral 
trespass and the planned enforcement 
action. 

(j) Implementing General Mining Or-
ders and issuing other orders, making 
determinations and providing concur-
rence and approvals as necessary to im-
plement or assure compliance with the 
regulations in this part. Any verbal or-
ders, approvals or concurrences shall 
be promptly confirmed in writing. 

Subpart 3591—General Obliga-
tions of Lessees, Licensees 
and Permittees 

§ 3591.1 General obligations of lessees, 
licensees and permittees. 

(a) Operations for the discovery, test-
ing, development, mining or processing 
of minerals shall conform to the estab-
lished requirements. 

(b) The surface of lease, license or 
permit lands shall be reclaimed in ac-
cordance with established require-
ments. Lessees, licensees or permittees 
shall take such action as may be need-
ed to avoid, minimize or repair: 
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(1) Waste and damage to mineral- 
bearing formations; 

(2) Soil erosion; 
(3) Pollution of the air; 
(4) Pollution of surface or ground 

water; 
(5) Damage to vegetation; 
(6) Injury to or destruction of fish or 

wildlife and their habitat; 
(7) Creation of unsafe or hazardous 

conditions; 
(8) Damage to improvements; and 
(9) Damage to recreation, scenic, his-

torical and ecological values of the 
lands. 

(10) Damage to scientifically signifi-
cant paleontological and archae-
ological resources. 

(c) All operations conducted under 
this part shall be consistent with Fed-
eral and State water and air quality 
standards. 

(d) Inundations, fires, fatal accidents, 
accidents threatening damage to the 
mine, the lands or the deposits, or con-
ditions which could cause water pollu-
tion shall be reported promptly to the 
authorized officer. The notice required 
by this section shall be in addition to 
any notice or reports required by 30 
CFR part 56 or 57, or other applicable 
regulations. 

§ 3591.2 Forms and reports. 
The operator shall submit production 

and royalty forms and reports to the 
Minerals Management Service in ac-
cordance with 30 CFR parts 216 and 218. 

Subpart 3592—Plans and Maps 
§ 3592.1 Operating plans. 

(a) Before conducting any operations 
under any lease(s), license(s), or per-
mit(s), the operator shall submit to the 
authorized officer an exploration or 
mining plan which shall show in detail 
the proposed exploration, prospecting, 
testing, development or mining oper-
ations to be conducted. Exploration 
and mining plans shall be consistent 
with and responsive to the require-
ments of the lease, license or permit 
for the protection of nonmineral re-
sources and for the reclamation of the 
surface of the lands affected by the op-
erations on Federal or Indian lease(s), 
license(s), or permits. The authorized 
officer shall consult with any other 

agency involved, and shall promptly 
approve the plans or indicate what ad-
ditional information is necessary to 
conform to the provisions of the estab-
lished requirements. No operations 
shall be conducted except as provided 
in an approved plan. 

(b) The exploration plan shall be sub-
mitted in accordance with mineral spe-
cific regulations in Group 3500 of this 
title (See subparts 3512, 3522, 3532, 3542, 
3552 and 3562) and in accordance with 25 
CFR 216.6 for Indian lands. 

(c) The lessee/operator shall submit 2 
copies of the mining plan to the au-
thorized officer for approval. An addi-
tional copy shall be submitted if the 
surface managing agency is other than 
the BLM. The mining plan shall con-
tain, at a minimum, the following: 

(1) Names, addresses and telephone 
numbers of those responsible for oper-
ations to be conducted under the ap-
proved plan to whom notices and or-
ders are to be delivered, names and ad-
dresses of lessees, Federal lease serial 
numbers and names and addresses of 
surface and mineral owners of record, if 
other than the United States; 

(2) A general description of geologic 
conditions and mineral resources, with 
appropriate maps, within the area 
where mining is to be conducted; 

(3) A copy of a suitable map or aerial 
photograph showing the topography, 
the area covered by the lease(s), the 
name and location of major topo-
graphic and cultural features and the 
drainage plan away from the affected 
area; 

(4) A statement of proposed methods, 
of operating, including a description of 
the surface or underground mining 
methods, the proposed roads, the size 
and location of structures and facilities 
to be built, mining sequence, produc-
tion rate, estimated recovery factors, 
stripping ratios and number of acres in 
the Federal or Indian lease(s), li-
cense(s), or permit(s) to be affected; 

(5) An estimate of the quantity and 
quality of the mineral resources, pro-
posed cutoff grade and, if applicable, 
proposed blending procedures for all 
leases covered by the mining plan; 

(6) An explanation of how ultimate 
maximum recovery of the resource will 
be achieved for the Federal or Indian 
lease(s). If a mineral deposit, or portion 
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